Battleship Facts
Construction of the USS Alabama (BB-60) began on February 1, 1940, in the shipyard at Norfolk, Virginia.  It was launched two years later and entered World War II duty in March, 1943 under the command of Captain Fred D. Kirtland.  Her first assignment was escorting supply ships across the North Atlantic.  Later in 1943, the Alabama passed through the Panama Canal and became part of the Pacific Fleet fighting the Japanese.  
Throughout the rest of 1943 and into 1944 and 1945, the USS Alabama took part in some of the fiercest fighting in the Pacific war.  Generally the role of a battleship was to bombard enemy-held islands prior to landing operations by U. S. Marines.  The big guns of the battleship also protected the fleet from attack by enemy warships.  

The USS Alabama earned 9 battle stars.

Stats:

Launched: 16 February 1942 

Commissioned: 16 August 1942 

Displacement: 35,000 to 44,500 tons. 

Length: 680 ft. 

Beam: 108 ft. 2 in. 

Height of truck light

above keel: 194 ft. 

Design Draft: 33 ft. 8 in. 

Actual weight when

fully loaded: 42,500 tons. 

Speed: 28 knots 

Range: 15,000 Nautical miles at 15 knots 

Crew: 127 officers, 2,205 enlisted Men

Armament: 

9  16"/45 cal. guns (3 turrets) 

20  5"/38 cal. guns (10 mounts) 

48  40mm guns (12 mounts) 

52  20mm guns 

Armor: 

Turret faces: 18 inches 

Conning tower: 16 inches 

Side armor: 12.2 inches, tapering to 1 inch at bottom.

Horsepower: 130,000 HP
4 engine rooms
Four propellers, 2 five bladed and 2 four bladed, each weighing 18.2 tons.

[image: image1.jpg]Photo # 80-G-156819 _ Drawing of battleships BB 58, 59 & 60 (Indiana, Massachusetts & Alabama), for camouflage planning, circa 1943 — port side

BB 58:59:60 |
PORT





Submarine Facts
The USS Drum (SS-228) was launched from the Portsmouth Navy Yard, New Hampshire, on May 12, 1941, and sailed out from Pearl Harbor on a mission of war in April 1942.  Altogether the USS Drum made 13 war patrols, sinking numerous enemy ships and heavily damaging the Japanese carrier Ryuho.  Several times the Drum was itself damaged in the attacks and by depth charge explosions.  On her 8th war patrol, enemy damage was so extensive that the conning tower had to be replaced!  The Drum received a total of 12 battle stars for combat service and is credited with sinking 15 ships, a total of 80,580 tons of enemy shipping, eighth highest of all U.S. submarines in total Japanese tonnage sunk.
Stats:
Launched: May 12, 1941
Commissioned: November 1, 1941

Displacement: 1,526 tons surfaced, 2,424 tons submerged 

Length: 311 ft. 8 in. 

Breadth: 27 ft. 4 in. 

Draft: 15 ft. 3 in. 

Speed: 21 knots 

Crew: 6 officers, 54 enlisted Men 

Maximum Diving Depth: 400 ft.

Endurance: 48 hours submerged, 75 days on patrol

Armament:

1  5"/25 caliber gun 

1  40mm single mount 

1  20mm twin mount 

10  21" torpedo tubes (6 forward, 4 aft)

14  reloads, total 24 torpedoes

Power Plant

Four 1,600 BHP Diesel Engines for surface use at up to 20.25 knots.

Two 1,375 HP Electric Motors for submerged use at up to 8.75 knots.

Wayne Green (ex-W1NSD), founder of 73 Magazine and Byte, served 5 war patrols aboard the USS Drum as an electronics technician.
[image: image2.jpg]



