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Severe Weather Reference
                Gwinnett Amateur Radio Emergency Service*
Alerts

   Watch – conditions are favorable for severe weather in or near the watch area.

   Warning – severe weather is imminent or occurring in the warned area

Report Briefly:

· What you have seen: tornado, funnel cloud, wall cloud, waterspout, flash flooding, etc.
· Where you saw it: the direction and distance from a known location, i.e., 3 miles south of Beltsville. To avoid confusion, make sure you report the event location and not your location.

· When you saw it: make sure you note the time of your observation.

· What it was doing: describe the storm’s direction and speed of travel, size and intensity, and destructiveness.  Include any amount of uncertainty as needed, i.e., “funnel cloud; no debris visible at the surface, but too far away to be certain it is not on the ground.”

· Identify yourself and your location. Give spotter code number if you have one.

Priorities

Urgent Priority

Tornado

Funnel cloud

Rotating wall cloud

Flash flooding
High Priority

Hail 3/4-inch diameter or larger

Wind speed greater than 58 mph

Persistent non-rotating wall cloud

Rainfall 1 inch or more per hour  

Lower Priority

Hail 1/2-inch diameter or larger

Wind speed greater than 40 mph

Cloud features suggesting storm organization

Estimating Hail Size
	Pea
	0.25 inch
	Ping pong ball
	1.50 inch

	Marble (not used)
	0.50 inch
	Golf ball
	1.75 inch

	Mothball
	0.50 inch
	Pool ball
	2.0 inch

	Penny
	0.75
	Hen egg
	2.0 inch

	Dime
	0.75
	Tennis ball
	2.5 inch

	Nickel
	0.88 inch
	Baseball
	2.75 inch

	Quarter
	1.0 inch
	Grapefruit
	4.0 inch

	Half Dollar
	1.25 inch
	Softball
	4.5 inch


	Estimating  Winds Speed Effects (MPH)

	25 – 31
	Large branches in motion; whistling in phone wires

	32 – 38
	Whole trees in motion

	39 – 54
	Twigs break off trees; wind impedes walking

	55 – 72
	Damage to chimneys & TV antennas; downs shallow-rooted trees

	73 – 112
	Peels surface off roads; windows broken, trailers overturned

	113+
	Roofs torn off houses; large trees uprooted


* ARES and Amateur Radio Emergency Service are registered service marks of the American Radio Relay League.

Frequencies


147.075 + PL 82.5


CTCSS 203.5


Primary Net





444.525 + PL 82.5


Secondary Net





147.420


Primary Simplex





146.505


Secondary Simplex





446.100


Primary UHF Simplex





144.39 APRS Packet





145.030 Packet





440.800+ PL 100.0


Portable repeater








NWS


770-486-9629


888-529-5300


146.820- PL 146.2


224.340 simplex


444.825+ PL 146.2


3.975 LSB


7.275 LSB








